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Sri Lankan Appropriation of the Japanese Sport Karate
Petra Karlova, Palacky University 7L 12 77— « X K Z (/X7 F—RKF)

Karate is martial art that is Japanese cultural product. It was developed from Okinawan martial art todi
JE#F that was introduced to Tokyo in 1922 by Funakoshi Gichin. It was Japanized and sportified in
order to fit the Japanese concept of modern martial arts Budo #3i&. The transformation also included
the change of the art name into karate ZZF-.

After establishing in mainland Japan, karate spread abroad during Japan’s expansion in Asia and also
reached Sri Lanka. In Sri Lanka, G. A. T. Livera is called father of karate that trained under Malaysian

martial artist Chew Choo Soot who learned karate from a Japanese officer from 1942 and established



karate style Budokan in Malaysia. Livera opened his dojo in 1966 and is also known for founding All
Ceylon Karate Federation in 1975 (present Sri Lanka Karate-do Federation). Following Budokan Style,
Shotokan, Shito, Goju, Wado and other styles were introduced by various karate masters including
Japanese. Now karate is very popular in Sri Lanka.

Ruthie Kotek argued that Japan Karate Association has made effort to transmit karate as a Japanese
cultural product with the features of Japanese-ness. Therefore, it is interesting to see if there is any
hybridization in Sri Lankan appropriation of the Japanese karate. This research aims to analyze the
Japanese and Sri Lankan elements in the sport karate in Sri Lanka. For this purpose, interviews with

the Sri Lankan karate instructors and participant observation were conducted.



