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Shaping Japan’s Southeast Asian Studies:
French Influence on Matsumoto Nobuhiro in the 1920s and 1930s

Petra KARLOVA (Palacky University, Assistant Professor)

Western influence played crucial role in founding and developing many modern
disciplines in Japan. This fact can be illustrating by the case of ethno—-historian
Matsumoto Nobuhiro who became co—founder of Southeast Asian studies in Japan in
the 1930s. He has been influenced by French historians through his Japanese
teachers during his studies at Keio University. Then, he received direct guidance
by French sociologists and ethnologists during his doctoral studies at the
Sorbonne University in 1924-1928. The impact French ethnology and sociology on
Matsumoto’ s work was long—lasting and thus played important role in shaping
Southeast Asian studies in Japan. Therefore, paper will explore how French
scholars influenced Matsumoto’ s writings in the 1920s and 1930s

The importance of French scholars for development of Matsumoto’ s Southeast
Asian studies have been already pointed out by Ito, Hirafuji and Matsumoto Hiroo.
However, Ito’ s and Matsumoto Hiroo’ s writing only described the history of
Matsumoto’ s relations with French scholars. Hirafuji did discuss how French
sociology influenced Matsumoto’ s research, but her study only covered some
aspects of this influence. For this reason, this research will continuously shed
light on how French scholars contributed to the formation of Matsumoto s research
of Southeast Asia in the 1920s and 1930s

The study will be divided in three parts. First, it will examine Matsumoto’ s
inspiration by French evolutionist scholars in his study of ancient culture in
the 1919-1923 when he was influenced by historian Eduard Chavannes and ethnologist
Marcel Granet. Second, it will analyze impact of sociologist and diffusionist
ideas of French famous scholars on Matsumoto’ s work on Japan s relations with
Southeast Asia in 1924-1928. It means mainly the influence by Marcel Mauss, Marcel
Granet and Jean Przylusky from the French School of Sociology. Finally, it will
explore how the above influences formed Matsumoto’ s ideas on Southeast Asia in
1929-1939. The final part will show that diffusionist influence prevailed in the
1930s although Matsumoto was attracted to the evolutionist and sociologist

theories of the French scholars.
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3+ 11 HAARKEEDIAE L THLAE 2021 4) THEELARY, £5 2 A, 3 AICFHT AERS
BOHKKE, SANENA LBV mED ) —ERONHL, ey U RY T AESDBE S,
RIS CTHex B TEDFIIANNCONTRERE L, dimS i,

NN EBLESRSEAHEE TR E T OIEREOHR BT, TvF 2T ERBARA b 3+ 11 OSHEERC S F
JEREAMBEICE AT, 29 LIzRBEEmE S S X5 ICAWETA TV D, BREIEEEHE b2
D—ANTh D,

AR 3 - 11 BEHIC R ATED, BIHIOWEFEE OFZEH L, EREZ O T-CEEOEERY |
PESRE OB 2P TRk L C & 7o, FUERELIIMNT, U ER DR ORER Lz, [FERITEEZED]
(2012) DX D723« 11 ZEMIZ LIAERDIE, [V vy 7T 7 w40 7 VO] (2015) LW HE
SO A BB L2 MESL BT B,

BETHD [V T T7 00 7 VOMED TE)IEE D | RFEEOEDNFRERENFIE T
— N2 EAEZTHOS B BN TV DIERTH D, 1y M X DHETHFROBET T 5 Tk L
FEMIE L7203, S22 <BES L, (TCHRBET MBS ADOMFUC ATz, 206 AARME O
7RBRRED I E N B OIRZE L TR ST <,

R ZERIIR L TUIN RN K D IR A 503, BRBEOWKE O LOEEDiE SEDH X5 —%&
PEDAEX T AAMER - ESHEED S & TOEMDAEZ HDHH S, AEBMROBMES . EATWDH:
SOAMESLZR £ 78 E O RIEDHILN TR DL TN D,

AHEECTIILEANATEZITIC D, LEPNEZIAENTZOMNTREOX YT 7 2 —%BLE L, Thb
DREDGHH, RA R 3+ 11 IZRZ TE ARME O REEZA G0N L THD, CEORSES, B
&, HIZZOM N RE—T2A THH LA NR—E WO REICEDHEEOERENET bR TN, £
OO THIZZN DR DOBLES /T 2B LT, HASIZEW BB A COTZEE ORI &
MEFERLY LTL %, BECHMETHY Ao B A2 EOFHONEEO NI T-F5l, B A AL
BOVAT LN ) LTevwA ) VT 4 OELACHEICRAER 2 20— Mo EL 52 T0H L2 6
k5, ZNOITEKGEOWEET-LOLOEEZRIRL TWD L b RMEL D, 29 LEsEEHINT
WHZEEBLT, BURAAMRICHBT 2 3Ub~ORH E WIEEOE RS L HIEK L bk 5,
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[ondaeTN—21 8E&VTINT1ETL—/ ZRE] ITR5ND
AR & & U VR ER

Y55 (HEIL T8 % B P 22 - G

A A« Fx /)l (Lewis Carroll, 1832-1898) DO Ef [V 4 &7 v— 7 1 (Sylvie
and Bruno, 1889) B X [ v 4 &7 — 7 5gfktwm] (Sylvie and Bruno Concluded,
1893) IF T O WRB OFENL . WAKICHHL R [HR 7€ GOJ 21T Lo L J 53D AR
BELUWVR HiffLdm L Tnd, AR v &1 TEEZEMAZEHEL LT ZITEHRZ A
L. BEZIETHHD] ThbH, VREMEIX TA—=F v LM OF 721 TAMDIEHZ
ZURLbD] THDH, [VAT 4] OHHFEIIWZONTRELNDLZ EETHLIN, ZbHD
i AR O L@ AICBET 2 fEMITEL RV, T e AR ESRTH S 1832—-1898
W2 AR B XN VR OHEIFITH RN L HFEL TR oTz, D, wid OBRiFE LT
HEYT, v o3P TR, BEEMHR AR ROHR, VR KO AN H#inn
L2 EEMPILTWD,

(a) the ordinary state, with no consciousness of the presence of Fairies;

(b)the “eerie” state, in which, while conscious of actual surroundings, he

is also conscious of the presence of Fairies;

(c)a form of trance, in which, while unconscious of actual surroundings, and
apparently asleep, he (i.e. his immaterial essence) migrates to other scenes, in

the actual world, or in Fairyland, and is conscious of the presence of Fairies.!

T 2T, AMORMIREEE () THEE OWRE  IREOFELZ R TE 220, (b) [“eerie” (R
AR EE  BELZE LN D BIRBOFEEZE L D], (0 [T hT7 o RRE : ERABLE
RN SHENIKEOEICBAITT 5] LFBlshd, Z00)OREIZBRTIZIAR Lol
AHIBAT BTV 5D,

HEXLVLFEEREND AT ¢ TIE, BEIC VR ERERO DM BEEER) 252 5,
Fyoix, 29 LEXFERBES VR OBEFEZEMNTERIER L LTRBETLHZ LT
Mz, BIFEMR L BIMR 2R EIEDH 2 & Tima Il AR OFiaBE St 5, RFTEIE,
FROFye LD ZEhEZ VR AR OBLENL O EITY, ZHICED, Fru ik
BT 2R OE, 2L TERLDOLD T LICHT BB ADOBMLEROER %
BT 5,

1 Lewis Carroll, The Complete Illustrated Works of Lewis Carroll (Chancellor Press,
1990) 441.
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[IMRNEEXER] hoN—UNELINNADOVGREFRAES

Wi se (L T s M2 - HEHR)

T/NRINEFESLF 8] (4 History of English Literature) 137 7 7157 4 4 « /~— > (Lafcadio
Hearn, 1850-1904) 2 X > THEINTDOTH e HORELZH LI FAOETEICDH
EDNTWVD, N— 1T 1896 705 1903 F T 2T THEAT E K F DO g CF a2 Y L
TV, REX, HRFBICEIAEMDD T 427 U TR O CEES E TO/ME MR
ENTEY, ERMICEEZLZWY LT 2R OEEHERN T 2EEE > TV D,

AEIF, TOFLITED EL 1900 20D 1903 O O#ERICHEZ I L T\ D, A%
HRTIE, YVa—v - d— K>« A 1 (George Gordon Byron, 1788-1824) IZEH7 % 5d

WCHERT %, "M e rOHEBETIE, FAOERIZONWTE A PALERBILARNG, fli#k
BRHPANRREINTND, ZDO—H T FHFADORIEHEROMRRICER L TV DIRELIH D,

BROAARTOmEZFIZBVT, RGEESCYE, FIZ 19 AF) 2e~r ERERE
WA+, v U7 4L J— XU —2Z (William Wordsworth) =° P.B. >~ = U — (P. B.
Shelley) ., ¥=a v~ + ¥— (JohnKeats) L& L THEDOIEKRILITERZED H Z LA
2, — T, AN rOFEMICEL TUIEABGIRERZES 2”2 00D, Z01Ix
T RPRRERCTHLIEON, FREDV S ADBICEHLEZEIND ZEHEZ WV, NM 1
T A RN YE R~DERIX, "M e ORBICHESINT F~ A + L—7T (Thomas
Moore) W2k D 31 v As5] (The Life of Lord Byron) % Hilr& L T RKE 72 Ba2H7-2 T
X, SHICHEF, 1800 KM 5 1900 FRYEAE TOMIZ, NA 17 v ORI R

IO DRI BNEE DO CEMRFICL > THEINTE L, ZROLOFHAIE, XA av
EROBRERDFIL, b LITHIELEL LTSN TS, EmEARDONEMHELI G
FELTELFEZFEHIELILEVIHENREENTWVWDLZ ERDbhoTND, ThHDZ
EInD, BEETHIFJAEA T DIIRMEB L DERFMRICL > T, S oD ANWh %4
FELRD L, SN fEhzZHA L TneEEZLND,

F/VRNEEXFER] b v BRI SN0 %< b, EXFEFEETL L
ZFHBMELTWARIZOWTIEHFARTHDL E VWA D, TOLOSBIOMERIGIX, KT

P EEENBRERE L THEINTZLRBICRET D, TNENOMREHRIZL > T A 1
VMEBRINTWVWDL I, "~ b ERERFERERT LGN, BOBERR- T
Wienf e o BEAIM L, FEEFICHEREZEZMEL W, RERTIE, ~—r L EFRIC
HEINTAS v ICET2ERNGER E R LR, oS ar~DFER I LER
D EFS, 2L T, "=V REDR I WEEEE AL B BRI HIE AT EEBEET D,
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BEMBE -5 5 HREOHEE

FMREL (BERRY A N — K5 HdR)

AARDFEFRTIIZENIEEMO N TRWA | FH R EE CTIX T 3EE O — A FIfEFE TR S
NI endole, HN, WO, AL, 78, Fok oz, PEFETHRLZDO T
59D

FF. 3k (ME. Seo Doo Soo) 7B L THA X 5, #RIF 1925 412 5UT [E K FIC A
F U, 1930 FFICAZE LT, BT, 1R TEES -ECUF#RE) CHRM L, BB, K¥T
Bz hoTc, L2AT, HRIJFRIT 19424 11 H 2 A0S 12 BT T ABKGBI B) %
FBERECRR L, WIRERB I BAT L TR R (DN A E) ] icdf Uiz, TR HR - HER
BB BENTH D, WO ANTKE TR U YRFOFIFED N 2 IS/ LB mIix, A
Wi TREZE] EWIOIHARANOLBESTWVWDEBZIENDIE, AR 57577 Lo
RO ) A hzBE LSO, PIARKEZR L, & xiT. RO XD

2% 20-4373
SHRHEVIT BEARLST KEO BOEYEE MTYSHEIT
REO|INE (5) LHA=EZ A 7H(7) RE|8 £E2| (5) MY IHLH 7= of (7) 22 LHHLEZE L] (7)

(777 HFEsI HE, LR, )
wic, (A, Kim 0k) 2 L TAH LI, &1 1914 FICBISHRBICAE L, EXHEM
L7, JmER, FFASCHIIRE L LUEH LA, E2AT, HIX 19483 F7ANL 8 AT
JT IMERHRHRONENE)] 1o THHEESR) 2H#E L7z, ZZICETEEPLBITINE
60 BEMHIREFE CIREN T VWD, ELDOJNSLEDEE MK, B 7O EZ R HK, KIEA
E%Téﬁ(ﬁkﬁ\%ﬁﬁ%ﬂfwto BAEN T EE X PREEE TR Lo, BERMAE TH

Bl (=AARE) OBROTDIEosT2Ex 5, HITWRIGREES THEEOKEZTRT D
B, FHD 5-7-5-T-T IR N>, ZORDY, SO TF (AZE. sijo) DU X4,
T b 34343543 (M B 250 TRGR L7z, 7=& 21X, U TD L H I

#4639

BE L ABSNZE QIXEEFD0 FlIZRzZHOS vwhabzxTigh

Ol@2(3) OfLR11(4) MAZ(3) St=5t7t1)

£2(3) 1H0[E0f(5) TXO|IR (4) St=et(3)
%k

DED | RFERE BAEITREFER AN T ERAFIMETRT 22 TEAE L TY
FEDOERFHZEMAIC SN LT EE 2D, lZ L, BIRROR XA VTR -7, TS
DEMPERT AT T AT AILEDbDEEEZLND,
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