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(1) a. Idon't never heard of that before. (Feagin 1979)
b. I ain't never been drunk. (Feagin 1979)
c. Nobody ain't doin' nothing' wrong. (Foreman 1999)
d. Nothing don't come to a sleeper but a dream. (Green 2002)
e. Idon't never have no problems. (Green 2002)
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(2) a. We don’t need no stinking badgers. (7he Treasure of the Sierra Madre, 1948)
b. Don't nobody go nowhere. (Back to the Future, 1985)
c.  What if I told you, age ain’t nothing but a number ? (The Matrix, 1999)
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The Impact of Using Memrise and “Memes” on Japanese EFL learners
AT Ol R R )

Abdur Kariko (2012) examined how humor and creativity in using internet
memes for English education had a positive impact on students’ achievements. “Memes”
are part of the internet culture especially on social media, which combines forms of visual
1mage, and humorous writing in order to convey political and social messages and mostly
for entertainment purpose. While there are more researches on virtual learning platform
using traditional methods such as flash cards, there seems to be a lack of investigating
the “internet culture” that learners are often exposed to in their everyday lives.

This research is a case study on “Memrise’-- a vocabulary learning platform that
uses algorithms for reactivating memory. Louis Walker (2016) did a thorough research
on the impact of using Memrise on students learning Latin vocabulary. The benefits
mentioned were: students felt more confident through meta-learing, students had a
quick access anywhere and anytime, and students felt the sense of a learning community
which triggered intrinsic motivation. Walker (2016), however, did not investigate one of
the most special features on Memrise that other online platforms do not have, which is
a feature on Memrise that allows students to learn vocabulary using memes.

My research questions are: (1) What are the Japanese Memrise user’s
perceptions on using Memrise as a vocabulary learning tool? (2) What are their
perceptions on “memes”? (3) How did using memes and online platform help Japanese
EFL learners? I conducted 3 interviews to Japanese users of Memrise, which they
studied vocabulary on Memrise for a month. As a result, they felt that they were able to
have a glimpse of humor in English culture that led to intrinsic motivation, and the
accessibility allowed them to appreciate the habit of learning bit-by-by and not cramming

in one night.
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